
EXPLORING social problems

Support for Same-Sex Marriage

Figure 5.1  �Percentage agreeing that same-sex marriage 
should be legal, by age, 1996 vs. 2014

SOURCE: Adapted from McCarthy 2014. 
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Figure 5.2  �Percentage agreeing that same-sex  
marriage should be legal, by political  
views, 1996 vs. 2014

SOURCE: Adapted from McCarthy 2014.
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Figure 5.3  �Percentage agreeing that same-sex marriage should 
be legal, by political party affiliation, 1996 vs. 2014
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SOURCE: Adapted from McCarthy 2014.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The majority of Americans support laws recognizing 
same-sex marriage. 

According to a 2014 Gallup poll, 55% of those 
surveyed considered same-sex marriages legally 
valid, with the same rights as traditional marriage 
(McCarthy 2014). 

Support for same-sex marriage varies by 
demographic characteristics, such as age (Figure 5.1), 
political views (Figure 5.2), and political party affiliation 
(Figure 5.3), and has changed over time.

Based on these graphs, what patterns in support 
can you identify?

Social scientists hypothesize that support for 
same-sex marriage increases as more individuals 
have contact or relationships with LGBT individuals. 
Sociologically speaking, why do you think contact 
with LGBT individuals increases support for same-sex 
marriage? 


